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would really do more mischief than the Devil him-
self, had he the same power ; not that their malice
can be greater, but their policy is certainly less ;
and as they do not see so far before them as he
does, so they do not always see into the reason of
things, and whether it would be for the common in-
terest or no: for example; were the Devil em-
powered to fire houses, destroy families, lay waste
kingdoms, he might incline to do it; but his pru-
dentials and politics might sometimes tell him, that
it would be more for his interest to let it alone; and
so the magicians likewise find it, I say, for their
common interest, to act by craft and subtlety as
their master the Devil has done before them, rather
than by open rage and fury ; I mean, for their com-
mon interest as magicians. The Devil could, with-
out doubt, in the ordinary exercise of his power as
a spirit, burn, kill, destroy, and in some sense put
an end to God's creation: but this would not an-
swer his end; he knows his Maker is his governor,
and could if he pleased punish him immediately,
even, as he expresses it in the Scripture, before his
time: and he knows likewise, that when he had
destroyed and made havoc of mankind, God could,
with the breath of his mouth, form a new species,
and that such a kind as he should have no power
over; and therefore it is not, in short, the Devil's
interest to make that spoil in the world, which as
an angel, as a powerful spirit, he might do; and
especially if we suppose him not to be chained and
fettered down to superior limitations, which, how-
ever, we know to our infinite satisfaction that he is.
In a word, the Devil's business, and all his aim,
is not to destroy, but to damn mankind ; not to cut
him off, and put his Maker to the trouble of a
new creation, but to make him a rebel, like himself;
and even this he is fain to bring to pass by subtlety
and art, making use of man against man, arming